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Oregon Water Equity Fund / UO Climate Solutions Center
Summer 2025 Tribal Water  Research Awards
Background
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5]Oregon Senate Bill 5701 (SB 5701), passed in the 2024 Regular Session, allocated $1,000,000 to the University of Oregon’s (UO) Just Futures Institute to support “research to understand and address water needs of environmental justice communities.” 
In 2025, these funds are supporting the launch of a new award program—the Tribal
Water Research Award Program—for UO students and faculty who are pursuing
research projects focused on one or more water-related topics that are of particular
relevance to citizens of Tribal Nations, other Indigenous communities, and those
with historical connections to the lands now known as Oregon. 

Student Awards
The Tribal Water Research Award Program will select two Student Awardees
for Summer 2025 Tribal Water Research Awards. In addition to supporting relevant
research, the purpose of the Student Awards is to strengthen Oregon’s emerging
Tribal water workforce. 

Student Awardees will receive up to $5,000 each. These funds will be distributed
directly to Student Awardees in the form of a summer stipend. 

To be considered for a Student Award, an applicant must be a current UO
undergraduate or graduate student who is pursuing a research project
focused on one or more water-related topics that are of particular relevance to 
citizens of Tribal Nations, other Indigenous communities, and those
with historical connections to the lands now known as Oregon. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]By December 15, 2025, Student Awardees will be required to provide a brief (one
page double-spaced) final report reflecting on their funded research project.
Final reports that incorporate images, videos, or other multimedia storytelling are 
encouraged but not required. Student Awardees will also be required to present
their work at the University of Oregon Native American and Indigenous Studies
Research Colloquium in Winter 2025. 

Faculty Awards
The Tribal Water Research Award Program will select up to two Faculty Awardees for Summer 2025 Tribal Water Research Awards. Faculty Awardees may receive a single award of up to $10,000, or multiple awards totaling $10.000, at the discretion of the review committee. These funds will be distributed to Faculty Awardees in the form of summer salary. 
To be considered for a Faculty Award, an applicant must be a current University of
Oregon faculty member who intends to pursue, or is currently pursuing, a public-
facing research project focused on one or more water-related topics that are of
particular relevance to citizens of Tribal Nations, other Indigenous communities,
and those with historical connections to the lands now known as Oregon. Any
deliverables (e.g., policy reports, digital storymaps, educational videos, etc.) that
result from the funded project must be public-facing and open-access.  

By December 15, 2025, Faculty Awardees will be required to provide a brief
mid-term report reflecting on their funded research project. By March 15, Faculty 
Awardees will be required to provide a brief final report reflecting on their funded
research project. Final reports that incorporate images, videos, or other multimedia 
storytelling are encouraged but not required.
APPLYING FOR A SUMMER RESEARCH AWARD

How to Apply
All applications must be submitted as a single PDF via email to Madi Prue at madip@uoregon.edu.  The deadline for both Student Award and Faculty Award applications is 5:00 p.m. PST on Friday, May 16, 2025. 

Required Materials
To receive full consideration, all applications should include the following: 
· Résumé (Max. 2 pages)
· Executive Summary (Max. 2 pages, double spaced) — A concise overview of the applicant’s proposed project, including information about the project goals and a clear explanation of how these goals align with the purpose of the award program
· Budget Request: — A simple and specific budgetary request (e.g., “A research award in the amount of $5,000 is requested to support…”).   

Application Review Process
All applications will be reviewed by a three-person committee comprised of University of Oregon Native American and Indigenous Studies faculty, University of Oregon Environmental and Natural Resources Law Center faculty, and Tribal water justice professionals, all of whom are not eligible to apply for any awards through the Tribal Water Research Award Program. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK6]Applications will first be evaluated on the basic eligibility requirements to determine whether applicants meet minimum criteria (e.g., current student- or faculty- affiliation with the University of Oregon). Applications will then be numerically scored and evaluated according to the committee’s assessment of how proposed research objectives align or do not align with the purpose of the Tribal Water Research Award Program (See below: Evaluation Criteria). 

Evaluation Criteria
All applications will first be evaluated on the basic eligibility requirements to determine whether applicants meet minimum criteria. Applications will then be numerically scored and evaluated according to the committee’s assessment of how proposed research objectives align or do not align with the purpose of the Tribal Water Research Award Program. More specifically, applications will be scored on the following criteria: 
· Proposal goals and plans are clear and feasible within the project period.
· Proposal addresses at least one water-related topic that is of particular relevance to Tribal and Indigenous communities in Oregon.
· Application clearly identifies why proposed research is especially relevant to Tribal and Indigenous communities in Oregon.

Questions?
Please contact Madi Prue (madip@uoregon.edu) and/or Dr. Alaí Reyes-Santos (alai@uoregon.edu) with any questions, concerns, or ideas. 
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